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REMARKS 


General , 


1. The only barracks installation in Sorau (0 52/B 16) is about 1 kn east of the 
town, on the south side of the hirhway to Sagan (0 52/B 26), and adjoins a 
slaughterhouse on the west. The installation, which consists of an eastern and 
&@ western section, was constructed before World Wer IT, and was not damaged . 
.. + It was occupied by about 2,000 Polish tropps prior to January 1951. 


Units in the Western Barracks Section. 


2, An SP artillery and armored reconnaissance unit cf 00 te S00 men was transferred 
to Sorau in early November 1950 and assigned to billets formerly oecupied by 
a transport unit. According to members cf the unit they came from Sagan. The 
troops were on active duty and apparently did not include recruits inducted in 
the fall of 1950. The unit, whose T/O wes not determined, was equipped with 
30 to 40 armored reconnaissance cars ef the same type and about 35 SP guns, 
also of the same type. From 10 te 15 of these vehicles were stored in the open 
at all times, covered with tarpaulins. The armored reconnaissance cars had 
six wheels with pneumatic tires, with the two rear axles installed close 
togethers a coffineshaped armored body with sloping walls; no turrets: a doer 
opening to the rears and a gun of about 75 mm without mugzle brake which projecte 
ed about 14 meters beyond the front of the vehicle, The SP suns had large 
bogie vhneels, no track=-supporting rollers, and a wedce-shaped nose with a 
central hatch cover vhich opens upward. They mounted a gun of 120 to 130 m 
with a muszle brake which projected from a mantlet in the center or the 
vehicle. The SP guns were equipped with an antenna, but mounted no AA machine 
gun. The SP guns, which had threc-digit numbers, were occasionally observed 
in action in the area north of the barracks installation, but never longer than 
half a day. (1) From Novenber 1950 to January 1951, neither training in firing 
nor combined-arms exercises were observed, No reconnaissance cars were scen out= 
side the barracks installation curing this period of tires; the troops were 
occupied mainly with technical and faticue duties, Prior to November 1950, 
the billets of the SP artillery and armored reconnaissance unit were occupied 
by a horse-drawn transport unit of ahout 260 men, which was transferred in 
October 1950, allegedly to Sagan. The transport unit was equipped with about 
60 wooden vehicles, each drawn by a tear. of twe horses, The troops, who wore 
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visor«type service cans with a rod band, were cenerally older than the 
averare personnel of other units, and included reservists. In 1950, the 
transport unit did net fo to a troop training rround as other units did. 


An artillery unit roved into the barracls installation in 1949, The unit vas. 
equipped with 25 light notorized curs, with box~‘tradl carriares (Rastenla- 
Sette), two disk wheels with pneuratic tires not covered by the shield, short 
thick barrels rith muzzle brakes projecting slightly be:ond the square shisid. 
The gun wes about 1.2 ~eters hirh. The crew for each run included a chief of 
section, a driver, snd six sunners. Trainivg generally took place of the 
terrain north of the barracks installation. Units equippec with cirht cuns 

were occasionally observed rarchirs out of the installation for field practice. 
No gunfire was heard in. the Serau area, In 1950, the unit noved by train to a 
troop training grounds near Poznan (P 53/X 26) for several. weeks. (2) 


The motor vehicle drivers of the unite located in the western section of the 
barracks installation were billeted in two adjoining buildings. The motor 
vehicles, whose total number was not determined, included threesaxle Studebaker 
trucks and twoeaxle Licht trucks serving both as prime rovers for the suns 

of the artillery unit and as personnel carriers, The latter trucks were Low, 
equipped with two benches seabhne six to eight ven each, and had unusually 

wide radiators, In seneral, all vehicles were in good mechanical condition. 

New personne) received training in truck driving Curing the sumcer of 1950, 
Some Studebaker trucks were used to haul supplies. The drivers of these 
vehicles were doing maintenance work in the garases most of the tine, (3) 


The headquarters of both the arnored unit and the artillery unit were located 
in two buildings in the western section. No Polish ceneral was ever observed 
within the barracks installation, 


An artillery unit of undetormined strencth was loeated in ty buildings as 
early as 1949. The unit was @quiioped with 20 runs which were towed by Studee 
baker tracks carrying cight runners each, The gens had splitetrail carriages, 
two disk wheels with rubher tires, and rectangular shields with lateral wings 
slightly bent backwards, The guns were about 120 rm with the barrels. projecting 
heyond the shield not less than 2? neters, The unit, which was only occasional= 
ly seen roving out with the guns, went to a troom training ground near 

Poznan in the summer of 1950. (h) : 


A motorized infantry unit moved into three buildings in 1919, The troops were 
equipped with submachine guns with both drum and clip magazines, rifles, 

and some machine ¢uns mounted on two stamll wheels each, Training was held 
mostly in the terrain north of the barracks installation. The troons were 
occasionally observed leaving the installation hy truck for field practice, 
No joint exercises with other arms were observed, This unit also went to the 
troop. training ground in the sumrer of 1950. 


The drivers of the units located in the eastern section of the barracks 
installation were billeted in tyo adjoining buildings. They had three-axle 
Studebaker trucks exclusively which served as prime movers for the runs of the 
artillery unit located in the eastern part of the installation, and as combat 
vehicles for the motorized infantry unit. All vehicles were well maintained « 


‘A driving school was held in the sumer of 1950, 
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The headquarters of both the artillery and the vetorized infantry unit noved 
into two buildings in 1949, No reneral wos ever observed, (5) 
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(2) 
(3) 


(4) 
(5) 


(6) 


(7) 


On duty, the trooms of the armered units wore blue belted coverealls without 
insignia. “hile driving, the crews wore darkehlue crash helrets. The drass 
uniform vos race of blue fabric and included a highecollared blouse with blue 
evaulets showing rank insipnias Long trousers: buckled putteess red collar 
patches, pounded and pointed dowmrard, vhich were alleredly not vorn by EMs 
and a blue field eap with the Felish eagle enblen or blue visorstype cans 
with bands of the saze color. Cfficers wore silverebordered CANS 4 


Prior to the fall of 1950, the troo;s of the artillery and the motorized infantry 
unit were the usual browm Folich érry uniform with a red can band, Blue 
uniforms of a new issue with the old red cap bands vere subsequently distributed 
to all troovs. Tan’: troo:s, arivers, and cunners were obsorved yearion blue 
Jackets with epaulets in the vinter, Only infantryren wore lens blue overcoats 
in winter. (6) 


si 


In the fll of 1950, an untnown nurber cf trooys from the barracks installation | 
were discharged, After a festive Parevell ceremony they were escorted to the 
railroad station by the band. Shortly afterward, new recruits wearing civilian 
clothes reported Sor active duty. On Bundays, many soldiers attended Catholic 
se:vices rezularly. Religious activity was ap arently not restricted, 


Prior to damiary 1951, neither a Polish division headquarters nor Soviet 
officers and “Mi were observed in Sorau. (7) 
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Medern sixevheel armered reconnaissance cars are unknown in the Soviet and in 
the former German Arr. The cof?in Shape tadicates either the Soviet Poure 


vheeled DA@6l, car or the German four-wheel List, or the cishtewheel heavy, 


arnorec reconnaissance car, all of which are net equipped with a cun as heavy 
as indicated in tho ronort. The SP cuns are believed to have been Soviet SU=76s, 
but their description Coes not precisely fit any of the known types. 

The guns observed probably were Licht infantry cans, possibly 76—nmm model 19)3 
infantry guns. . 

The crivers arr believed to have etenied to the artillery, SP artillery, and 
armored veconnaisrance units, 20X1A 

the unit was possibly equipped with Sevfet 122mm model 1938 field howitzers. 

A previous report stated that an infantry regiment vas located in the barracks 
installation in Sorau,. Sec » Wowevor, the present 

report indicates that the unit was below regimental strength. It is believed 
that several independent units were located in the installation. 

It is inferred from the chanre ef unifors of the artillery and the motorized 
infantry unit that the un‘ts were interrated into a metorized infantry or tank 
Civision in the fall of 1950, whereupon the units vere assisned the blue tank 
troovst uniform, : 

The la 1ith Inf Div has been carried in Serau since 1948, However, the division 
headquarters is net confirmed b; the present report. 


1 Annex: One sketch on ditto. 
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